THE IKCAKS AJSTB PBE-INCAN-S

Thus, at Pachacamac, the holy city near Lima, we
know from stratification examinations that there
were five distinct and separate cultures. Nearest the
surface we find the typical Incan remains in the form
of pottery, textiles, etc. Below these is a strata rec-
ognized by a peculiar black ware. Under this are re-
mains of an earlier culture whose ceramics were
mainly white and red painted in black. Still deeper
is the purely local culture, while beneath all we come
upon remains exhibiting- the classical Tiahuanaco-
features.
Yet, ordinarily, Pachacamac is referred to as an
"Incan" city, and all objects from its graves and
ruins are called Incan. As a matter of fact, Pacha-
camac is one of the oldest cities in the western hem-
isphere, and it antedates the Incas by thousands of
years. Possibly it was built and originally occupied
by the Tiahuanacans ; but for all we know to the con-
trary, it may have been in existence even before their
advent. For centuries before the dawn of Incan civ-
ilization, Pachacamac had been a sacred or holy city,
and from far and near pilgrims had journeyed to it
from every direction in order to worship and make
offerings in its Temple of the Sun, or to find a last
resting-place within its sacred precincts. Even after
it had come under Incan dominion, the pre-Incan re-
ligion survived in this great holy city.
Although built of comparatively perishable adobe
or sun-dried bricks, yet the city has survived, ands
despite its ruined state and the desecrating hands of
vandals and treasure-seekers, one may still obtain a
good idea of its size, its plan and its architectural de-
tails. And to a person with an imaginative mind it is